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RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL 

OF THE 

VILLAGES OF VILANO HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC. 

OVERVIEW 

The following Rules and Regulations governing architectural control within the Villages 
of Vilano Homeowners’ Association, Inc. (VOV) have been adopted to carry out the 

function and purposes specified in the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions for 

Villages of Vilano (VOV DCRs), its Bylaws, and its Articles of Incorporation, as amended.  

All owners are bound by, and shall comply with, these Rules and Regulations.  

Definitions in the VOV DCRs are incorporated by reference into these Rules.  The 
authority to establish, amend, and enforce these Rules and Regulations is vested in the 

VOV Board of Directors as set forth in the VOV legal documents.  Recommended 

changes to the Rules for Architectural Control may be presented by the ACC to the 

Board. 

Article VIII of the DCRs established the Architectural Control Committee (ACC) and 
charged it with the responsibility and authority to review any desired exterior additions 

or alterations to individual homes (the Patio Homes) to determine if those additions or 

alterations meet the standards established to maintain the value and desirability of the 

overall property as a residential community.  In essence, this means that any exterior 

change, including, but not limited to color changes, permanent additions, variations, or 

any landscape alterations or device, and/or any object added to the outside of a home, 
must be cleared through and approved by the ACC PRIOR to implementing the change. 

ACC PROCEDURES 

Compliance with the following steps will permit the ACC to act on variance requests in a 

timely manner.   

1.  The application for an exterior addition or alteration to a Patio Home must be 

made in writing using the Variance Request Form attached hereto as Exhibit B 

or may be obtained from the Master Association Property Manager at the 

clubhouse, or downloaded from the VOV website at 

https://villagesofvilano.wordpress.com/.  Completed variance requests shall be 

delivered to Property Manager either at the clubhouse or by mail.   

2.  All variance requests received by Property Manager prior to 12:00 noon on the 

day following the 3rd Wed. of each month, shall at said time and date be 

submitted to and accepted by the ACC for processing.  No variance request will 

be properly submitted until received by the ACC as provided herein, and 

thereupon shall be approved or disapproved by the ACC within ten (10) business 
days thereafter.   

3.  Detailed plans, specifications and material descriptions or samples must ac-

company a variance request, in order for the ACC to make a reasonably 

informed decision regarding the proposed exterior additions or alterations.  A 

current property survey must also accompany a variance request, whenever a 

proposed exterior addition or alteration on a Lot will be located outside the 
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Developer installed patio home “footprint”, defined as the original concrete 

foundation and patio areas constructed by Developer. 

4.  Notice of ACC meetings will be posted forty-eight (48) hours in advance at the 
VOV guard gate, and will be open to all Owners; however, failure to post such 

no-tice shall not preclude the conduct of a valid meeting.  A Response to 

Variance Request Application Form indicating written ACC approval or 

disapproval of the proposed exterior additions or alterations, shall be emailed 

within five (5) business days after such ACC meeting, to all Patio Home owners 

that properly submitted a variance request prior to 12:00 noon on the day 
following the 3rd Wed. of such month.   

5. All decisions of the ACC shall be made by a majority of the Committee members 

present at a duly held meeting, and shall be submitted to the Master Association 

Property Manager and the VOV Board of Directors.  A Committee member shall 

be deemed present at an ACC meeting when all persons participating in such 
meeting can simultaneously hear and speak to each other via conference 

telephone or similar communication equipment.  The Master Association 

Property Manager will assist the Board in maintaining appropriate ACC 

recordkeeping on behalf of the Association. 

6. Any plans, or any modification to approved plans, are not considered “approved” 

unless written approval is granted by the ACC to the homeowner submitting the 

Variance Request or unless the ACC fails to approve or disapprove such plans or 

modifications within ten (10) business days of their proper submission. (See 

VOV DCR’s, Article VIII, Section 8.2) 

7. Any party aggrieved by a decision of the ACC has the right to make a written 
request to the Board of Directors within thirty (30) days of such decision for 
Board review. (See VOV DCRs, Article VIII, Section 8.3(b)) 

8. Notwithstanding the above specified Procedures, the ACC shall have the 

authority to approve or disapprove certain variance requests without holding a 

formal meeting, when the written consent and joinder of all Committee members 

are obtained for such purpose.  Actions taken hereunder shall have the same 
force and effect as though taken at a formal meeting, and shall be reported at 

the next ACC formal meeting.  Chairperson shall have the discretion but not the 

obligation hereunder, to promptly process variance requests seeking ACC 

approval for a proposed improvement that;  

a. rectifies or mitigates an emergency situation,  

b. repairs, maintains or replaces an improvement that is specifically 

addressed on the Compliance Checklist attached hereto as Exhibit A,  

c. is not in compliance with or ad-dressed in these ACC Rules and 

Regulations. 

ACC EVALUATION 

Plans and specifications contained in the variance request are evaluated to assure 
harmony of the external appearance, to protect and conserve the value of the com-

munity, to be consistent with the VOV legal documents, and to maintain the value and 

desirability of the Property as a residential community.  
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The ACC’s decision to approve or disapprove a variance request must be consistent with 

the enumerated criteria set forth in Article VIII of the VOV DCR’s and these Rules and 

Regulations for Architectural Control, which provide additional guidance and specific 
standards for consistent evaluation of any variance request.   

 

In evaluating proposed changes, the ACC must disapprove a variance request if it is not 

in compliance with, or not addressed in, the approved Rules and Regulations for 

Architectural Control, unless such proposed change; will be located on the rear portion 

of a Lot that was completely fenced in by the Developer or a Lot abutting the marsh 
area adjacent to VOV phase III, and will not be in excess of 6 ft. high, in which case the 

ACC may consider approving such variance request. 

 

In evaluating proposed changes, the ACC must disapprove a variance request if the 

plans and specifications included therewith do not provide adequate information for the 
ACC to make an informed decision thereon.  The ACC shall indicate the specific 

information deficiencies on the written Response to Variance Application provided to 

home owner thereafter.   

 

The ACC is encouraged to submit comments or recommendations to the Board 

regarding all disapproved variance requests, and may also submit proposed changes to 
the Rules and Regulations for Architectural Control to the Board, based on their 

experience reviewing variance requests as they deem appropriate.  

OBTAINING A COUNTY BUILDING PERMIT FOR AN 

EXTERIOR CHANGE 

The Villages of Vilano HOA is a Registered Notice Association in accordance with the St 

Johns County Land Development Code Section 5.03.02.H.  In order to obtain a building 

permit in a timely manner, homeowners are advised to follow these procedures or they 
will experience delays in having their building permit issued by the County.  

1. Owners are responsible for properly submitting all Variance Requests in advance 

of any exterior change work commencing on the Patio Home property regardless 

of whether the work is done by the homeowner or a contractor.  The Variance 

Request must be approved prior to applying for, or obtaining, any Building 
Permit issued by St. John’s County. 

2. If the Variance Request is approved, the ACC Chair or the Master Association 

Property Manager will apply the VOV Seal to the documents and a copy of said 

approved documents is returned to the homeowner.   

3. The owner or their contractor may then apply for a St. John’s County Building 

Permit.  The applicant takes all documents with him – Variance Request Form 
marked “Approved” and the VOV Seal affixed, as well as the building plans – 

when making application for the Building Permit. 
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VILLAGES OF VILANO ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL CRITERIA 

AND DESIGN STANDARDS 

AWNINGS 

No awning may be installed on any dwelling without an approved Variance Request.  A 

sample of the awning material to be approved must be provided with the Variance 

Request. 

1. DESIGN/USE.  Awnings must be retractable.  The device, when retracted, may 

protrude no more than fifteen (15”) inches from the house siding.  Retractable 

awnings shall be retracted and secured when not in use by the owner, guest, or 

tenant of dwelling. 

2. LOCATION.  Awnings may be approved for application over patio areas or across 
sliding glass doors only.  Street-side awnings are not permitted. 

3. MATERIALS/COLOR.  Only durable fabric awnings are permitted (e.g., 

canvas/Sunbrella®).  All awnings on any dwelling must match OR only one 

awning per dwelling is allowed.  Fabric must be solid in color and may be either 

gray (Seagull Gray) to harmonize with the VOV Seagull Gray siding or royal blue.  
No patterns are permitted.  NOTE:  The Marina Homes use Bimini Blue. 

4. VALANCE.  The bottom edge of the valance should be simple, either straight or 

with a two inch (2”) or less scallop edge, and the binding trim should be white or 

match the awning fabric color.  The valance drop should be twelve inches (12”) 

or less overall. 

5. MAINTENANCE.  Once installed, all awnings must be maintained in good repair 

by the owner and no faded, mildew-discolored, dirty, or torn awning shall be 
allowed. 

6. REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL.  Awnings installed previous to the adoption of the 

Association’s design standard are hereby considered acceptable and must be 

maintained.  Whenever any such existing awning is replaced, the new awning 

shall conform to the approved design standards and variance request procedure.  
If an awning is removed and not replaced, the frame system must also be 

removed and the siding restored to its original condition. 

DRIVEWAYS AND FRONT ENTRY SIDEWALKS   

Driveways and front entry sidewalks may be painted in a color that closely matches the 

existing cement.  See PAVERS for another option.  

FRONT ENTRY DOORS AND STORM/SCREEN DOORS 

Front entry doors must have at least 2 vertical raised panels, and may have clear, 

etched, obscure or leaded glass insert(s) in the shapes noted on the attached Exhibit C.  
Glass insert(s) may not be colored, may have white mullions, and all metal caming for 

leaded glass insert(s) must be white or silver in color.  

Without an approved Variance Request, front entry doors may be painted white, VOV 

Sea Gull Gray, Benjamin Moore Heritage Red, or to match the Patio Home trim. 

Benjamin Moore Heritage Red is only approved for use on front entry doors. 

Front storm/screen doors must be one solid pane of glass or screen.  Any variation 

must be approved by the ACC.  
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GARAGE DOORS 

The exterior face of all garage doors must be constructed of either wood or metal 

material, and have square raised panels substantially identical to the garage doors 

installed by the Developer.  Double doors will have 4 vertical and 8 horizontal panels, 
and single doors will have 4 vertical and 4 horizontal panels.  All garage doors must be 

painted Benjamin Moore Sea Gull Gray within 30 days of replacement. 

 

HURRICANE PROTECTION 

1. TEMPORARY PROTECTION.  After a named tropical depression, storm, or 

hurricane has been identified by the US National Weather Service (NWS) as 

being a potential threat to the northeast Florida-Georgia Atlantic Coast (defined 
as the coastline between Jupiter, Florida and Savannah, Georgia), a homeowner 

may install temporary coverings over exterior openings of whatever size, 

composition, and shape deemed necessary. 

2. PERMANENT PROTECTION.  Permanent hurricane protection devices may be 

installed only after receiving written approval of a Variance Request from the 
ACC.  Approved systems to date are Automatic Rolldown Shutters (pre-installed, 

PVC or metal louver shutters housed in a box above each window) AND Fabric-

Shield™ Storm Panels.  Specifications for these systems are available in the VOV 

office located in the clubhouse. 

3. REMOVAL OF COVERINGS.  All protective coverings shall be removed within ten 

(10) days after the US National Weather Service (NWS) declares the named event 
is no longer a threat to St. John’s County. 

4. VACATION PROTECTION.  If a Patio Home owner is going to be on a vacation of 

fourteen (14) days or less during the hurricane season, they may install their 

temporary or permanent hurricane protection coverings before they leave.  If the 

vacation is longer than fourteen (14) days, the Patio Home owner should make 
arrangements with someone else to install these coverings in case of an 

impending storm. 

LANDSCAPING 

Landscaping changes creating new garden beds, or that increase or decrease the size of 
existing garden beds or lawns, require an approved variance request.  (See VOV DCRs, 
Article III, Section 3.3)  A plant list and design plan should be submitted with the 

variance request.  Florida-Friendly Landscapes are welcomed.  (See 
http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_v090110.pdf for plant selection 
and design.)  Landscapes are to be well maintained.  Compost bins, rain barrels, and 

specialty gardens are to be located in a backyard, side area, and/or screened.  

LAMP POSTS WITH LANTERNS 

Replacement lamp posts should be black with the Patio Home address numbers affixed 

to the cross bar.  Beveled glass panels should be clear.  All attempts should be made to 

replace the lamp post and lantern with a similar product. 

LANAI PATIO ENCLOSURES AND SCREEN PORCHES 

All framework (metal or wood) used for screened patio enclosures (a lanai) and screen 
porches must be white in color.  

http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_v090110.pdf
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PAINT AND TRIM COLORS 

All Patio Homes, garage doors, and fencing materials are to be painted using Benjamin 

Moore Villages of Vilano Sea Gull Gray.   The trim on all Patio Homes shall be painted 

using one of the following Benjamin Moore paint colors; Charcoal Slate, Kensington 
Green, Raleigh Green, Tarrytown Green, Hamilton Blue, Newburyport Blue, White, 

Vilano Sea Gull Gray, Newburyport Blue Darker, or Black. These paints can be 

purchased at the St. Augustine Benjamin Moore Paint Center.  The exact formulas and 

samples of same are available in the VOV office located in the clubhouse and from the 

Master Association Property Manager. 

PAVERS 

No pavers may be installed on any Lot without an approved variance request.  The 
following pavers are approved for use on driveways, front walks and all patios; 

•Tremron - Sand Dune 

•Tremron - Sierra Mist 

•Tremron - Cappuccino 

The ACC will consider the use of alternate pavers only on a Developer installed concrete 
side patio area, and the rear portion of a Lot that was completely fenced in by Developer 

or a Lot abutting the marsh area adjacent to VOV phase III.  Variance requests to use 

an alternate paver in these specific areas must include a sample of the pavers proposed 

for use.  

PRIVACY FENCES AND GATES 

Privacy fences and gates must similar in appearance and placed in the exact location as 

installed by the Developer.  All privacy fences and gates must be painted Benjamin 
Moore Sea Gull Gray within 30 days of replacement. 

ROOFING MATERIALS 

No roof may be installed on any dwelling without an approved Variance Request.  

Samples of the approved roofing materials are located in the on-site VOV clubhouse. 

All roofs must use a white drip edge.  The approved shingles are: 

 GAF Timberline® in the color Weathered Wood OR Slate 

 Atlas Roofing Pinnacle® HP in the color Pristine Hearthstone OR Pristine 

Weathered 

 Metro Roof MetroSHINGLE® in the color Charcoal OR Weathered Timber 

SATELLITE DISHES / ANTENNAS 

In compliance, and as directed by the U.S. Congress in Section 207 of the 

Telecommunications Act of 1996, and as amplified by the Federal Communications 

Commission information sheet dated December 2007, the ACC guidelines for the 
installation of over-the-air reception devices are as follows: 

1. Antennas meeting these criteria are permissible: 

 A “dish antenna” is allowed that is one meter or less in diameter and is 

designed to receive direct broadcast satellite service, including direct-to-

home satellite service or to receive or transmit fixed wireless signals via 
satellite. 
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 An antenna is allowed that is one meter or less designed to receive video-

programming service via broadband radio service (wireless cable) or fixed 

wireless signals other than via satellite. 

 An antenna is allowed designed to receive local television broadcast 

signals.  Masts higher than twelve (12) feet above the roofline are subject 

to local permitting requirements. 

 An antenna is allowed that is one meter or less and designed to receive or 

transmit data service, including internet access. 

2. Antennas/reception devices must be installed in areas under the exclusive use 
of the owner/antenna user and may not extend into the common areas or areas 

under the exclusive use of another owner. 

3. ANALOG SIGNALS:   Antennas/reception devices for analog signals shall be 

placed where they are not visible from the street or preferably installed on the 

dwelling or roof line of an individual owner’s unit unless such location interferes 
with signals or where reception would be impossible or substantially degraded 

and/or imposes unreasonable delay or expense in the installation of such 

antenna/reception device. 

4. DIGITAL, DBS ANTENNAS, DIGITAL BROADBAND RADIO SERVICES, DIGITAL 

TELEVISION (DTV), DIGITAL FIXED WIRELESS:   Antennas are allowed to be 

installed at any location (preferably placed where they are not visible from the 
street or on the dwelling or roof lines) where there is an unobstructed direct view 

of a satellite or other device from which signals are received or to which signals 

are transmitted. 

5. While it is preferred that antennas be mounted on dwellings or roof lines of 

dwellings, all antennas covered by this rule may be mounted on a “mast” to 
receive or transmit a quality signal (e.g. maintain line-of-sight contact with the 

transmitter or view of the satellite).  A mast may not extend beyond an owner’s 

exclusive use area. 

6. Any mast shall be painted VOV Sea Gull Gray (see PAINT AND TRIM COLORS). 

7. All transmitters shall be installed by professional and licensed installers to 

maximize effectiveness and to minimize the possibility that the device will be 
placed in a location that is likely to expose subscribers or others in the area to 

radiation from the transmission signals at close proximity and to minimize 

exposure for an extended period of time. 

SHUTTERS 

No decorative shutters may be installed on any dwelling without an approved Variance 

Request. 

SIDING AND TRIM 

Other than cedar wood lap siding, the only approved artificial siding is James Hardie 

HardiPlank® Lap Siding in “Select Cedarmill©” (5/16 inches thick, 2.3 lbs/square foot 

in weight).  The lap siding, whether using cedar wood or HardiPlank® Lap Siding in 

“Select Cedarmill©,” will have a 4-1/2 inch exposure and must be painted using 

Benjamin Moore brand paint in VOV Sea Gull Gray. 

Trim may be cedar wood or James Hardie HardiTrim® in “Rustic.”  The trim, whether 
using cedar wood or HardiTrim® in “Rustic,” can be up to 1 inch thick and will have a 

3-1/2 inch exposure.  All trim must be painted using Benjamin Moore paint in any of 

the approved colors (see PAINT AND TRIM COLORS). 
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SIGNS 

1. REALTY SIGNS.  “For Sale” signs are to be no larger than 6” x 8” and must be 

attached to the front lamppost. 

2. SECURITY SIGNS.  Any homeowner or resident may display a sign no larger 
than 6” x 8” supplied by a security services contractor within ten (10) feet of any 
entrance to their home.  (See Florida Statute 720.304(6)) 

3. POLITICAL SIGNS.  All signs shall be placed on private property only with the 

consent of the homeowner or resident.  Signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet 

in area.  Signs may be placed in garden beds no more than thirty (30) days in 

advance of the election date and must be removed within seven (7) days after the 
election.  (See St. John’s County Ordinance Sec. 7.04.01 and Florida Statute Sec. 
106.1435) 

4. OPEN HOUSE, CONSTRUCTION PROJECT, OR COMMERCIAL COMPANY 

SIGNS.  These signs are allowed only during daylight hours while the real estate 

open house or contractor work is underway. 

 

SLIDERS AND PATIO DOORS 

All replacement sliders and patio doors must be similar in appearance and size, and 
placed in the same position/location as the existing sliders and/or patio doors.  All 

vinyl, metal or wood slider frames and mullions which are not required, must be white 

in color.  Patio doors must be painted either white or Sea Gull Gray, and mullions if any 

must be white.  Variance requests for new sliders and patio doors that alter the 

appearance, size, position or location of existing sliders and patio doors must be 

accompanied with detailed specifications and pictures. 

SOLAR ENERGY / RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVICES 

An approved variance request is required when owners want to install solar or other 

renewable energy devices on their home.  Such devices include solar collectors, solar 

panels, or other devices based on renewable resources.  Specifications of the planned 

device should be submitted with the variance request to include brand/manufacturer, 

type of device (solar power collector, photovoltaic (PV) system, solar hot water device, 
etc.), proposed location, and directional orientation of the installation.  Solar devices 

should be located on the roof of the home and not on the ground.  The ACC may 

determine the specific location where solar collectors are to be installed on the roof of 

the house as long as the approved location does not impair the effective operation of the 

devices. 

Any installed devices should comply with appropriate building code provisions in effect 
at the time of installation (i.e., wind resistance, material standards, etc).  Any applicable 

building permits and/or notices to be filed as required by St Johns County Code must 

be obtained by the homeowner.  

Use of renewable energy devices is welcomed.   Owners must use state certified 

contractors to install these devices.  If a product brochure is available, including it with 
the request is desirable.  This will enable the ACC to understand the appearance of the 

device once installed, as well as provide information to other interested owners. 

TREATED WOOD DECKS 

Treated wood decks may be constructed only on the rear portion of Lots that were 

completely fenced in by the Developer, or that abut the marsh area adjacent to VOV 
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Phase III so long as such deck does not violate any terms of the recorded conservation 

easement and jurisdictional wetlands area on such lot, if any. 

WINDOWS 

This section has been revised as of March 15, 2017. Please see Exhibit D for details and 
specifications. 
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Exhibit A 



      Exhibit B 
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Approved styles of front entry doors with glass insert(s). As approved by the Board of 

Directors on May 21, 2015.  

 

Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 
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